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Along with economic and social progress, the role of social capital in reality has 
become more and more important, and has been a hot topic in nearly a decade. 
However, because of its methodology seemingly having sociological traditions, the 
feasibility that social capital theory may be applied in economic sphere has always 
been oppugned. 
From the perspective of theory and methodology, there are four questions or 
challenges. Firstly, as disciplines perspective and research question focus are different, 
it results in confusion in the already existing concepts of social capital. However, 
standing on the point of new national wealth, can we actively explore the contents of 
social capital in national accounting area? Secondly, is social capital theory able to 
enter into economic analytical framework? How to add social capital to economic 
theory, and how to use economic analysis to explore and study the intrinsic 
relationships among social capital, residents’ income disparities, technological 
innovation and economic development? Although the essence of social capital 
analytical paradigm is that social factors are added to which affect individuals 
economic behaviors，in what degree does social capital deflect from economic 
analytical paradigm? Thirdly, what are the characteristics of these mechanisms? How 
do we explain these mechanisms with economic theories, methods and models? 
Finally, can social capital models be built for its measurement and quantitative 
research, as we correctly understand the situation of China's social capital, providing 
authoritative statistics on that? Can the content of social capital be explored into the 
system of national accounting, building a new mode of national accounts which is 
more adaptable for harmonious society and scientific development strategy (or a large 
national accounting system)? These questions will be answered by this dissertation. 
Chapter one is an introduction, which explains study background, purpose, 
methods and structure of this dissertation. 
The chapter two lists the literatures concerning social capital, and analyzes the 
actuality and questions of social capital research in the field of economics, theory and 
method of its measurement and accounting, therefore it indicates that the idea and 
focus of social capital in this dissertation.  
The chapter three tentatively proposes social capital concept in national 
accounting area and analyzes its characteristic, simultaneously illuminates the 














capital, and proposes a theoretical view of four-dimensional capital space with 
concentration on the capital integrity, and develops four-dimensional capital space 
model, expanding the research field and enriching the social capital theory. Lastly, it 
indicates that although social capital paradigm modifies a part of cores of 
neo-classical paradigm, it reserves the latter’s marrow. So, from the perspective of 
methodology, social capital theory is able to enter into economic analytical 
framework.  
In chapter four and five, we adds social capital theory into economic analytical 
framework based on weak embeddedness hypothesis, reveales the intrinsic 
relationships among social capital, scientific development strategy and social 
harmony from micro, medium and macro three levels.  
The chapter six uses the comprehensive concept of social capital as starting point, 
and constructs social capital measurement models to measure and study the quantity 
of social capital.  
The chapter seven studies the relationship between social capital accounting and 
the System of National Accounting (SNA). From the accounting data, content, system 
and meaning of indexes of the System of National Accounting, it examines the 
inelastieity of them. Then, it discusses the possibility and the need of the corporation 
social capital into SNA, moreover, try to merger social capital accounting into SNA 
by using two methods.  
In chapter eight, we present the conclusions and outlook of social capital theory 
study. 
All in all, drawing on the results and view of previous research in different areas, 
this paper tries to propose comprehensive concept of social capital in national 
accounting area. Then, basing on this concept of social capital, it do more 
comprehensive study of social capital economic analysis by using economic theory 
and mathematic models. Moreover, standing on the point of national accounting, it 
studies the measurement of social capital and the integration of social capital 
accounting and the system of national accounting from many perspectives and 
multi-level, fianlly gets a more comprehensive system of research results. 
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